RICHARD FOSTER & RENOVARE - ZEN BUDDHISM HORROR!
RICHARD J. FOSTER, "christian" psychologist of international fame will be spreading his brand of
"christianity" and Zen Buddhism throughout Australia in June and July, 1995. Foster's itinerary is:
Blackburn Baptist Church, Melbourne, Victoria, June 27-30, 1995. (The main seminar.)
Clayfield College, Brisbane, Queensland, June 23, 1995. June 24th, key Qld.,
Richard Foster will also hold seminars in Adelaide and Canberra in June-July.
Foster's "Spiritual Formation and Christian Community" seminars
are SMALL GROUPS CONFERENCES on spiritual "renewal".
On the information brochures sent out to advertise these conferences, the names of those involved in Australia are
given. Amongst these are:
*SERENDIPITY CHRISTIAN RESOURCES.
This organisation is associated with WORLD VISION, both have heavy New Age doctrines and aims.
*SCRIPTURE UNION, which is also involved with New Age indoctrination.
*AUSTRALIAN SMALL GROUP NETWORK?
*JOHN MARK MINISTRIES and ALBATROSS BOOKS.
*THE OPEN BOOK, LUTHERAN, in Melbourne is mentioned on the brochures, but we have heard that they
have disassociated themselves with Foster since the writing of the ad. material.
One name which is listed as a seminar leader at Blackburn Baptist is HARRY PROUT, a member of the Catholic Marist
Brothers community, he heads a Marist retreat centre at Mt Macedon, Victoria. Prout is a JESUIT, who also is a
facilitator for the young. He runs retreats for "christian" schools!
The implications of this visit by Foster are far more serious than it would seem to the casual observer. Foster is the
founder of an organization called RENOVARE, which has powerful, influential support from Christian world leaders.
The co-director is William I. Vaswig, a former Lutheran Pastor.

RENOVARE, from the Latin meaning "to make new
spiritually"; is promoting the revival of MEDITATIVE &
CONTEMPLATIVE traditions of the Catholic mystics,
ZEN BUDDHISM and PSYCHO THERAPY.

Albert James Dager, of "Media Spotlight"
writes of the mystical practices Foster teaches
and indulges himself in:
"Unfortunately, all these exercises serve to do is open the person up to demonic influences that assuage his or her
conscience with a feeling of euphoria and even "love" emanating from the presence that has invaded their
consciousness. This euphoria is then believed to validate that the person is on the right spiritual path. It may result in
visions, out-of body experiences, stigmata, levitation, even healings and other apparent miracles."
Writes Dager:"Like John Wimber of Vineyard International Ministries, it is out of the religious traditions of Quakerism
that Foster has come with the message that today's Church is missing out on some wonderful spiritual experiences
that can only be found by studying and practicing the meditative and contemplative lifestyle."

RENOVARE, which Foster heads in the USA, IS A PART OF AN EXPANSION BY
PAGAN/CATHOLIC PSYCHO MYSTICS. LEADERS BEING TRAINED IN WASHINGTON.
IT seems that an organization in Washington, D.C., THE SHALEM INSTITUTE FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION is training
leaders in these "disciplines" of paganism. The Shalem Institute is merely one such centre which are to be found
around the world. They are ecumenical, strong New Age spirituality dominates, Roman Catholic mysticism is
indulged in and an acceptance of all religions overshadows these centres of training. Rose Mary Dougherty, a Roman
Catholic nun is the Director for Spiritual Guidance at Shalem, Washington.
NOTE: the seminars in Brisbane are called "SPIRITUAL FORMATION and Christian Community". What we have now in
Australia is a internationally super powerful, ecumenical SMALL GROUP initiative which could mushroom beyond
imagination! As if we have not suffered enough with Rodney Howard-Browne, Kenneth and Gloria Copeland, Tony
Campolo, John Dawson, Cindy Jacobs (and Marilyn Hicks to arrive soon) bringing their spiritual poison here.
WHO IS SPREADING THIS PAGAN, DANGEROUS, NEW AGE CATHOLIC DEMON-POSSESSION? '
WHO ARE INVOLVED WITH FOSTER'S RENOVARE?
Included in the extensive list are Lloyd John Ogilvie, Jack Hayford, G. Raymond Carlson (General Superintendent of
the Assembly of God, USA), David Hubbard (President of Fuller Theological College), Jamie Buckingham, TONY
CAMPOLO, I.J. Packer, JOHN WIMBER, C.PETER WAGNER - to mention just a few! (A full list at the end of this article).
WHAT DOES RICHARD FOSTER TEACH?
Author of best-selling books which are best known by main-stream Churches, such as
Baptist, Uniting Church and Anglican, Foster wrote "Celebration of Discipline: The Path to
Spiritual Growth." It is a book which calls for deeper spirituality than that which the Bible
teaches! Foster's teachings are filled with Buddhism, Yoga, TM, the exercises of Ignatius of
Loyola, Eastern religion, and extremely spiritually destructive practices.
These techniques and teachings will be foisted upon a naive Church-going public
here, who will imagine they are being helped to grow in God. I do not want to be an
alarmist, but this visit by Foster will, no doubt, lead countless gullible "christians" into
demon possession, bondage to evil spirits and eventual black despair. Pray for those in
these churches, the outlook is very grim.
FOLLOWING, SOME QUOTES FROM RICHARD FOSTER:
Foster uses imagination in a New Age manner, as he teaches about the occult psychiatrist C. G. Jung, and the Jesuit,
Ignatius of Loyola.
"The inner world of meditation is most easily entered through the door of the IMAGINATION. W fail to today to
appreciate its tremendous power. The IMAGINATION is stronger that the conceptual thought and stronger than the
will. In the West, our tendency to deify the merits of rationalism - and it does have merit- has caused us to ignore the
value of the imagination.
Some rare individuals may be able to contemplate in an imageless void, but most of us need to be more deeply
rooted in the senses. Jesus taught this way, making constant appeal to the imagination and the senses....
In his autobiography C.G. JUNG describes how difficult it was for him to humble himself and once again play
IMAGINATION games of a child, and the value of that experience. Just as children need to learn to think logically,
adults need to REDISCOVER THE MAGICAL REALITY of the IMAGINATION."

Richard Foster goes on:
"IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA in his SPIRITUAL EXERCISES constantly encouraged his readers to VISUALIZE THE GOSPEL
STORIES. Every CONTEMPLATION he gave was designed to open the imagination. He even included a meditation
entitled "application of the senses," which is an attempt to help us utilize all five senses as we picture the Gospel
events. His thin volume of meditation exercises with its stress on the imagination and tremendous impact for good
upon the sixteenth century." ("Celebration of Discipline" page 22.) (Emphasis added.)
Comment from Albert James Dager:
"I'll say Ignatius of Loyola's meditation exercises had a tremendous impact upon the sixteenth century, but it wasn't
for good. Ignatius of Loyola's JESUIT ORDER under his personal direction was responsible for the MARTYRDOM OF
COUNTLESS NUMBERS OF GOD'S SAINTS who would not bow the knee to the papal demand for unconditional
obedience." (Emphasis added.)
Foster teaches NEW AGE MYSTICISM AND A FORM OF PANTHEISM:
"After you have gained some proficiency in centering down, add a five-to-ten-minute MEDITATION on some aspect of
creation. Choose something in the created order: tree, plant, bird, leaf, cloud, and each day ponder it carefully and
prayerfully. ...'The simplest and oldest way...in which God manifests Himself is...through and in THE EARTH ITSELF.
And He still speaks to us through THE EARTH and the sea..." (Emphasis added. Ibid, page 25.)
On the same page Foster quotes from the apostate "christian" mystics, Agnes Sandford and Evelyn Underhill.)
Richard Foster teaches that we can bring Jesus into our presence by the use of the imagination:
"As you enter the story, not as passive observer but as an active participant, remember that since Jesus lives in the
Eternal Now and is not bound by time, this event in the past is a LIVING PRESENT-TENSE EXPERIENCE for Him. Hence,
you can "ACTUALLY"* ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST in the event, be ADDRESSED BY HIS VOICE and BE TOUCHED
BY HIS healing power. It can be MORE THAN AN EXERCISE OF THE IMAGINATION it can be a GENUINE
CONFRONTATION, Jesus Christ will actually COME TO YOU."
(Emphasis added, but * "actually" was emphasised by Foster. Ibid, p.26.)
Albert James Dager makes an interesting comment on this amazingly occult quote:
"One can no more actually bring Jesus into his presence through such figments of one's imagination than a Catholic
priest can change wine into the actual blood of Jesus. The Lord cannot be manipulated by our whims of fancy. And
contrary to Foster's mystical ruminations, Jesus exists at the right hand of the Father during this present time. Those
who think of eternity as "timeless" do not understand the reality of God's nature or of Hid domain. Time does exist in
eternity, and I would challenge Foster to show us from Scripture where this is not true."
Interesting too that Tony Campolo, when he spoke in Brisbane, made much of the lie that time is "relative", and that
Jesus Christ was still hanging on the Cross, because past, present, future, eternity are all the same to God. This is a
fearful deception, on the same pathway as "no absolutes" of morality or righteousness. If there is no "real" time,
then there is no absolute reality either. The doorway is wide open to a supernaturally given false "Jesus", do not go
through and gain a evil spirit guide!
There is so much more that could be written about Foster. His book "Celebration of Discipline" originally had the
words "NEW AGE" on page 170, but this was changed to avoid criticism:
"We of the New Age can risk going against the tide." became changed to, "We who follow Christ can risk going...etc"
For those who still may have doubts about the New Age philosophy of Foster,
read how he encourages ASTRAL TRAVEL:

"A fourth form of meditation has as its objective to bring you into a deep inner communion with the Father where you
look at Him and He looks at you. In your imagination, PICTURE YOURSELF walking along a lovely forest path. Take
your time, allowing the blaring noise of our modern megalopolis to be overtaken by the sound of rustling leaves and
cool forest streams...etc (a guided meditation continues for some length here, Despatch comment).
Foster continues:
"After awhile there is a deep yearning within to go into the upper regions beyond the clouds. In your imagination
ALLOW YOUR SPIRITUAL BODY, shining with light, TO RISE OUT OF YOUR PHYSICAL BODY. Look back so that you can
see yourself lying in the grass and reassure your body that you will return momentarily. Imagine your spiritual self,
alive and vibrant, rising up through the clouds and into the stratosphere. Observe your physical body, the knoll, and
the forest shrink as you leave the earth. Go deeper and deeper into outer space until there is nothing except the
warm presence of the eternal Creator....listen carefully...Note any instruction given....return to the meadow. Walk
joyfully back along the path until you return home full of new life and ENERGY." (Emphasis added. Ibid, p.27.)
RENOVARE seminars teach practices which are authentic Christianity and dangerous paganism intermingled.
A full expose on Foster can be obtained from:

QUOTES FROM MEDIA SPOTLIGHT SPECIAL REPORT ON RENOVARE 1995.
"Renovare's spiritual formation groups are pattened after those found at spiritual renewal centres which blend the
philosophies of the world with Christianity to produce a hybrid form of spiritual enlightenment." (p.11)
"Foster, being a psychologist, integrates psychotherapy into Renovare's methodologies."(p.11)
"A large part of Renovare's spiritual disciplines involve meditation on the writings of selected spiritual masters
associated with the "Christian" contemplative tradition. Most, of course, are Roman Catholic, particularly those
mystics from the fourth through the fifteenth century."
Media Spotlight gives a list some here included:
Thomas Merton;
Julian of Norwich;
Teresa of Avila and
Francis of Assisi (all important in the New Age).
Believers, one can get exactly the same guided meditation trip from any New Age witch. When God told us
to come to Him in prayer, He surely didn't mean that we should take up the ancient evil practice of ASTRAL
PROJECTION to do so.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN AUSTRALIA?
It would be obvious to anyone that RENOVARE/SHALEM INSTITUTE centres and "SMALL GROUP" "ministries" are
envisioned for our country. A JOHN ALLISON, who is a "Small Groups Staff Person for REDCLIFFE PENINSULA", Uniting
Church Parish in Brisbane, is a leader at the seminar at Blackburn Baptist.
WILLOW CONNECTIONS is mentioned on the brochure advertising Foster. On at the same time as Foster's seminar,
at Gateway Baptist Church in Brisbane, on the 21-22 of June WILLOW CREEK COMMUNITY is holding a workshop.
Connected?
WHAT IS THE AUSTRALIAN SMALL GROUP NETWORK?
The ASGN is an organization which forms local church groups, using facilitators who are spreading the SPIRITUAL
FORMATION AND CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY beliefs, techniques and doctrines etc. The ASGN operates across ALL
DENOMINATIONS. They distribute a Discipleship Journal. ASGN will be a New Age/Christian mixture of confusion
which will lead many astray! Mainline church people are indeed jaded and needy, they want something more vital

and comforting than a large meeting once a week, and then impersonal dealings with a formal church. RENOVARE
will seem to meet this need of close, small, intimate relationship.
There is an AUSTRALIAN SMALL GROUP NETWORK, address is in Carlingford, NSW. National Chairman,
Rev. John Mallison, Chatswood, NSW. They have state chairpersons in NSW, VIC, QLD, WA, SA, TAS.
QUEENSLAND has a ASGN newsletter. Some of the names and groups involved are:
John Allison (recruiter for small group leaders);
Brian Mulheran, C.O.C Mansfield.
There are networks moving in Caboolture, Kenmore, Mansfield, Mt Gravatt, Redcliffe, Toowoomba and Townsville.
THESE GROUPS WILL BE DYNAMITE! We have a fuller expose on the whole Foster, Renovare, Spiritual Formation,
Shalem , Zen Buddhist, Catholic Mystic, "Force of the Universe" connection. We will contact MEDIA SPOTLIGHT in the
USA to request the right to copy this for distribution here.
Copies could be sent by you to those who are heading up this MAJOR DECEPTION!!!
Will any of them listen anyway? Pray that they will! Lives of precious people are in the balance.

A LAST WORD OF WARNING.
William Vaswig, co-director with Richard Foster of Renovare, was trained in the religious disciplines of these small
group "ministries" by THE SHALEM INSTITUTE FOR SPIRITUAL FORMATION, WASHINGTON, D.C. His professor there
was GERALD MAY.......
Writes Dager: "The objective is to move from conscious communication with God to being "in the Presence," as Bill
Vaswig puts it. The Buddhist equivalent of being in the Presence would be to reach total enlightenment and
eventually Nirvana or assimilation with the 'divine' where one loses his identity entirely and is melded into the allknowing Mind or FORCE of the Universe...It is noteworthy that Foster and Vaswig outwardly express disapproval of
the New Age movement when asked about it, and disavow any New Age leanings. Yet Vaswig's association with the
Shalem Institute belies any such claim. When they speak of "practicing the presence of God," which is a major facet of
Renovare's spiritual exercises we find that what they mean is ZEN MEDITATION." (Emphasis added.)
Shalem's work also involves the chant, the "body prayer" practice, the reflection and journaling of REIKI and
QUAKERISM. THE FORCE of the NEW AGE: "...a Traditional Reiki Master, which will align and tune in the ENERGY
CENTERS of the student. After this process is completed, the UNIVERSAL LIFE FORCE becomes AMPLIFIED when drawn
through the hands." (New Age publication, "Common Ground", quote.)
WHO ARE THOSE INVOLVED WITH "RENOVARE", the NEW AGE CENTRE RICHARD FOSTER HEADS?
Take a look at the list following, and then ring and tell me that we are NOT in the last of the Last Days, and that this
is NOT the great "Falling Away" predicted in 11 Thess. 2:3, if you still think you have a leg to stand on!

Media Spotlight gives a long list of those supporting Foster’s
Renovaré - original report was lost from our website; access this
link for the original list plus extra info www.seekgod.ca/renovare.htm
The above info was compiled by W. B. Howard in 1995 (redone 2016, below are current links etc.,)

(2005 - 2106 UP-TO-DATE LINKS BELOW)

Many, Many links and comments from this link:
www.sitelevel.com/query?crid=10c4ba683069178d&query=+RENOVARE&SB=GO
Media Spotlight - Special Report - This link ties in "The purpose Driven Life" - Rick Warren - emerging church,
to read about this subject access, http://www.christian-witness.org/pdf/PDLRickW04.pdf
Foster comment:
"Those who think they must purposely focus on God and practice exercises to accomplish it are, at best very
immature, and at worst not true believers. They are religious people seeking euphoric experiences to validate their
piety. Many of those who tout the Roman Catholic mystics, whether they are aware of it or not, have one foot in the
New Age Movement, which also touts those same mystics. Richard Foster’s Renovaré is one such organization. (See
Media Spotlight’s special report, Renovaré: Taking Leave of One’s Senses.)"
----------------------------

“Critical Praise” for Renovaré Bible
not too critical
Considering that The Renovaré Spiritual
Formation Study Bible mirrors “higher criticism”
(a movement in which intellectuals question the
author- ship and authenticity of Scripture portions—particularly prophetic passages—akin to the ungodly “Jesus
Seminar”) and incorporates New Age terminology and methodology (under the guise of “spiritual formation”) and
then packages it with a problematic translation, one wonders just how closely other Christian endorsers have
examined its contents—or the teachings of Renovaré. Below is the two-thirds-page ad, prominently featured next to
the publisher’s box on page 6 of the July 2005 issue of Christianity Today.
It is interesting to note that although the Renovaré logo appears at the bottom of the ad, the publisher (nowhere
mentioned) is actually Harper Collins (which incidentally also publishes The Satanic Bible by Anton La Vey). Harper Collins

owns Zondervan, the largest “Christian” publishing company, which recently formed a
partnership with "Youth Specialties" to create materials for the Emerging Church
movement—which is in turn a primary importer/exporter of Catholic mystic tradition,
being marketed to evangelicals as “vintage” faith or “authentic” Christianity.
Access "the Berean Call" pdf - 2005 - for further sound info, small quote included below from Dave Hunt
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/51557870/BereanCall%20-Renovare-aug2005.pdf
-------------------------

Hebrew Roots, The Four Waves & Their Roots Renovaré & The Christian Mystic:
www.seekgod.ca/renovare.htm

