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Personal Revival
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We come to Him asking Him to teach us the lost art of obeying
God as He did [in the fullness of the Holy Spirit]. He asks us if
we are ready to pay the price. It is entirely and utterly to deny
self! It is to give up our will and our life to the death! It is to be
ready to do whatever He says! The only way of learning to do a
thing is to do it. The only way of learning obedience from Christ
is to give up your will to Him, and to make the doing of His will
the one desire and delight of your heart.
Unless you take the vow of absolute obedience as you enter this
class of Christ’s school, it will be impossible for you to make any
progress.” (The School of Obedience, The Secret of True Obedience.)

“Dear souls! How little they know that the abiding in Christ is
just meant for the weak, and that it is so beautifully suited to
their weakness, It is not the doing of some great thing, and it
does not demand that we first lead a very holy and devoted life.
No, it is simply weakness entrusting itself to a Mighty One to be
kept - the unfaithful one casting self on One who is altogether
trustworthy and true. Abiding in Him is not a work that we have
to do as the condition for enjoying salvation, but a consenting
to let Him do all for us, in us, and through us. It is a work He
does for us - the fruit and the power of His redeeming love. Our
part is simply to yield, to trust, and to wait for what He has
engaged to perform.” (Abide in Christ, Day 3).

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is
named, That he would grant you, according to the riches of his
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, May be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge,
that ye might be filled with all the
fullness of God.”
              Ephesians 3:14-19.
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The Secret Of Peace
In Perilous Times.

The more I think of and cry unto God
about the state of the world we are living
in, the deeper I see that the LIGHT in all this
darkness is Christ Jesus Himself - the Rose of
Sharon. For the Christian (and to a degree,
even the unsaved souls around us) the world
is a mud pile, a sickening place, and an unholy
putrid stink, like sulphur, is rising in our
nostrils. “Something strange” is going on, everyone will agree. No
sooner is some crisis or other over than another begins, economic
failures, “natural” disasters, the swine flu pandemic, forced vaccinations
in the pipeline, terrorists, climate change draconian laws, religious wars,
on it goes. We smell a rat! Even the people in the street smell
“something strange” is in sinister stirring, moving behind the scenes.

We Christians, the people of God, are in an amazing position. We
too are the light of the world - when the indwelling Christ Jesus fills
our being. We are still in this world, not removed yet in the Rapture; we
must let our indwelling LIGHT shine.

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:14-16.

The purpose of this issue of Beauty for Ashes is to encourage
and exhort you, my reader, to be filled with the Life of Christ, the Light,
so that you may be a beacon in this horrid mess of a world. So that
the distressed and hopeless persons around us may see there is THE
WAY out of the evil smelling mud pile - into the beauty of the Rose of
Sharon with His glorious perfume of Holiness, Mercy and Peace. PEACE.
 Not as Obama gives, with his Nobel Peace Prize, empty display and
devoid of harmony and calm, but peace as Christ Jesus alone can give

29
      What then?

Shall we sin occasionally,
because we are not under law but under grace?

Away with the thought. Do you not know that to whom you put
yourselves at the disposal of as slaves resulting in obedience,
slaves you are to whom you render habitual obedience, whether
slave of the sinful nature resulting in death, or obedient slaves
[of Christ] resulting in righteousness?”

The “death” in these verses (and in the KJV) does NOT mean
that salvation can be lost if we allow the old nature to have
dominion. It means that the old creation is about death, the old
Adam nature is NOT Life in Christ. The law had NO deliverance in
itself, the real master continues to be sin in the nature. The old
self nature is in itself deathful. It has NO Life in God!

Crucifixion with Christ (for the old nature) has intervened in
this, this is death in another form. See the rest of Romans 6: 1-18.
Marking particularly verse 18:

“Being then made free from sin,
ye became the servants of righteousness.”

ANDREW MURRAY HAS THE LAST WORD.
Andrew Murray is without doubt my most cherished author. I

could not even dream to write one sentence that could compare
with his inspired words of wisdom, in Christ Jesus. Here is a finishing
quote from Murray that I pray will encourage you to seek the
Victorious, Abundant Life with your whole heart! The new nature,
filling you, is awaiting you in Christ. You have the earnest of
the indwelling Holy Spirit, He came in when you were born again.
Now, seek to be filled with the new nature, which is Christ Himself
living in you, you abiding in Him.

“The true pupil, say of some great musician or painter,
yields his master a whole hearted and unhesitating sub-
mission.
In practicing his scales or mixing colors, in the slow and patient
study of the elements of his art, he knows that it is wisdom
simply to fully obey. It is this wholehearted surrender to His
guidance, this implicit submission to His authority, Christ asks.
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- peace with God, and in every circumstance.

Christians can never be filled with the glory of Christ Jesus
through the Holy Spirit within, if we do not abide in Christ, all the time,
every day. You should count all things loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Jesus Christ your Lord:

“Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that
I may win Christ,” Philippians 3:8.

Many sincere, sound enough Christians seem to live without a
real knowledge of Christ Jesus, Himself. They might know their Bibles,
go to church, say their prayers, but the manifest Presence of Christ the
Person is unknown to them. This is not good enough; God has saved
us in order that we may have continual fellowship in a deep way with
Himself. We must learn to wait upon the Lord for His presence - so that
His light and love might be revealed through us to a dead world of
Satanically deluded human beings.

We all need to be prepared by the indwelling Christ for trials and
tribulations, up ahead. If Jesus our Lord does not soon call His
people home in the Rapture, trials and difficulties will surely proliferate.
How will you and I meet these? With faith or with frantic panic,
doubting God’s protection? This is the time to get things together in
your mind, the Bible shows you all things you need to know about
such times as this.

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13.

“Temptation” in these verses is in the Greek word peirasmos,
with the meaning of trials, troubles, adversity, and testings. Also there
is the suggestion here of those trials being temptation to sin, tempting
us to not trust God but to become fearful. We will start Beauty for
Ashes, then, with consideration of the trials we all face and will face
before we go home to glory.

How will we meet affliction?
Do we honour God in our trials

and testings right now?

28
“That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Romans 8:4.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such
there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22-25.
“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there
are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh
all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal.” 1 Corinthians 12: 4-7.

THAT VERSE IN 1 John 9.
It appears to me that 1 John 1:9, wrongly used, hinders the

abundant life experientially in many Christians. They seem to feel that
they can go on sinning, they can’t help this, and if they “keep short
accounts” with God by acting on 1 John 1:9, all is well anyway.
Beloved, any sinning at all is grievous to the Lord God; it is joining
forces with Satan.

Determine now that you will seek God
so that sin shall have no more dominion over you!

The expanded Greek of Wuest is very thrilling on this matter:
Romans 6:1-4: “
     What then shall we say?

Shall we habitually sustain an attitude of dependence upon,
yieldedness to, and cordiality with the sinful nature in order that
grace may abound? May such a thing never occur. How is it
possible for us, such persons as we are, who have been sepa-
rated once and for all from the sinful nature, any longer live in its
grip? Do you not know that all we who were placed in Christ
Jesus, in His death were placed? We therefore were entombed
with Him through this being placed in His death, in order that in
the same manner as there was raised up Christ out from among
those who are dead through the glory of the Father, thus also we
by means of a new life imparted may order our behavior.”

Romans 6:15-16:
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“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27.

May God bless our time together as you read.

THE TESTINGS
OF FAITH.

The following
“TEMPTATIONS” word means

tests, trials.
James 1:1-12.

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing. If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing waver-
ing. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive
any thing of the Lord. A double minded man is unstable in all his
ways. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:
But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the
grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a
burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof
falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall
the rich man fade away in his ways. Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love
him.” James 1: 1-12.

          ENDURANCE, that is the secret in testings.
Endurance in God and trusting in God. Why does our loving God allow
us to be tested by trials at all?  James tells us.  The word that stands
out in these verses is the word “consider.”  The Greek word hegeomai
has a number of meanings, including “to consider; to lead the way; to
go before.” Originally a mathematical term, it means to add up the facts,

27
in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that
we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also
so to walk, even as he [Christ] walked.” 1 John 2: 4-6.

WHAT IS THIS RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD?
The righteousness of God is unchanging and totally unchangeable.
 Romans 3:25-26:

“ [Jesus Christ] Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.”

The righteousness of man, in the sight of God, is as filthy rags:
“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags…” Isaiah 64:6.

Imputed righteousness
is the ground of Justification.

According to the New Testament usage, “righteousness” and “justify”
are from the same root. God declares the repentant sinner
justified forever when He is seen in Christ. Justified sinners have
all of Christ’s own righteousness reckoned to their own account -
imputed righteousness. Here we will refer to Lewis Sperry Chafer,
Major Bible Themes, page 200:

“Justification is more than forgiveness, since forgiveness is the
cancellation of sin while justification is the imputing of right-
eousness. Forgiveness is negative (the removal of condemna-
tion), while justification is positive (the bestowing of the merit
and standing of Christ).”

Righteousness is
Imparted by the Spirit.

Only when filled with the Holy Spirit, Who fills with the Life of
Christ Himself, can the child of God produce righteous works. Christian
Character is given anew by the Spirit; it is the fruit of the Spirit.
Character, righteousness, holiness, spiritual gifts in service, ALL are
produced by the indwelling Christ Himself through the agency
of the Holy Spirit:
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to wait and compare the information at hand.

Not to just suffer and become distracted by worry! GOD is in
control no matter what! He is tailor-making, designing, our testings for
our benefit.

James gives us the secret of enduring. We should be filled with
the Spirit and the joy of the Lord, thinking through carefully what is
happening and why, weighing up the facts in God.

What are the FACTS we need to weigh?

The FACTS the Bible shows us. God really is faithful to limit
testing to our spiritual and physical abilities, be sure of that. Yes, we
could be martyred for our faith, but God will give all the Grace needed
even for death! Consider carefully that while not all things are good,
God works in everything together for good to those who love Him.
(Romans 8:28).Consider, that “temptation” is a trial
of a faith allowed with a view towards reward.

(See also “the crown of life”
reward in James 1:12).

Weigh up the thrilling fact that in times of
adversity and opposition we have the pros-
pect of learning to submit to the Lord deeper
than we have even before, and so we can
deepen remarkably in the faith, and the full-
ness of the Spirit .  If under TESTING, we will
stop and add up the facts - what we know about who God is and why
this is happening to us, then the joy of the Lord will be our strength.
WHY? because all of our trials are not just happening willy nilly, we
are under the Plan of God, not of mere mankind or Satan.

Our Lord was truly man, although truly God. He had to add up
the facts as He faced the Cross.  Hebrews 12:1- 3 tells us so much:
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

26
Christ Himself. Not this time “IMPUTED” righteousness, but “IM-
PARTED” righteousness. Christians Character is given to us by the
Holy Spirit; it does not come by self effort and works.

In other words, no law can force upon a Christian the righteous-
ness that God requires. God wants the righteousness that is
from a newly created nature that is holy, which is Christ living in and
through us:

“For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto
God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” Galatians 2:19-21.

ALL SIN MUST BE
ACKNOWLEDGED & CAST OFF.

The indwelling Christ cannot fill a sin-dirty vessel. He is
holy, He cannot live fully with sin that is embraced. Walk in the Light
and God Himself will show you your true state, and cut across all self
denial and hypocrisy.

Do not hide in the darkness. Let HIM show you all the horror
of your own nature, confess and have all sin washed away. Remember,
to confess sin without utterly abandoning that sin is duplicity!

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

In the New Testament there is a differentiation between
“SINS” and “SIN.”

•  When the word “Sin” is used it refers to the SIN NATURE.
•  When the word “Sins” is used it refers to the wrong thoughts and
actions which are THE RESULT OF THE SIN NATURE.

The Bible promises that if you are filled with Christ’s life you will
walk even as He walked. What, live a life like Christ’s own? No,
HE WILL LIVE HIS OWN LIFE THROUGH YOU! The Bible promises
that if you abide in Christ and keep His word by the power of the
indwelling Spirit, God will perfect His love in and through you:

“He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word,
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For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” Hebrews 12:1-3.

 Jesus surely had to consider the purpose of the Cross and the
results of the Cross and when He did, He was able to endure the
humiliation and the pain. He even had to bear the judgement of the
Father, even the punishment of the Father, for the joy that He saw
before Him.

We have the opportunity to add up the facts in a variety of trials.
“Various” is poikilos, a word that means multicoloured.  Satan offers
temptations in colours that we like. He studies and analyses us and
brings just the things that are beautiful to our particular area of weak-
ness in the sin nature.  When we face these difficult temptations in
their lovely hues, we have to keep something in mind: there is a reason
for it all.  God is limiting this temptation, and it does have a divine
testing purpose.  The secret of letting joy lead the way is knowing what
is going on, to know that the Lord is in charge.  “Knowing” is the Greek
in perfect form of oida, and it means that we have complete Biblical
information on which to act. Oida is used for mature complete under-
standing.  We know the testing of our faith produces ENDURANCE.
We are being brought into a VICTORY SITUATION by God, if we
allow Him to dominate the scene.

Satan knows that I have, personally, shown most hurt and
disruption of my life when my sons and daughter are part of the trial.
He likes to attack me in that area of weakness. But God has used the
temptations to become distressed over the family in wonderful ways.
He has made me strong in His Spirit to bear the misunderstandings of
my loved ones. I have been broken of the self-love so painfully preva-
lent in the family trials. I have learned to love them with God’s love, no
self involved to get “hurt” feelings. Today I have a more mature under-
standing that human, natural love, has too much self-love in it! I have
seen the wisdom from God that I need to be filled with love from the
source of Christ within, Divine Love - or I will never have real love at
all! This wisdom came during trials and testings.

The word translated “endurance” in Hebrews 12:3 is not the
same word used in 1 Corinthians 10:13.  In that passage the word is
hupophero, “to bear patiently.”  Here the word is hupomeno, “to
abide under, to persevere.”  It carries the idea of refusing to flee

25
These three things go together never to be separated:
•  Living communion all the time with the Beloved One;
•  Obedience to Him always, in glorious interaction of persons acting
   as One;
•  JOY that is full, filled full, Happiness in the Holy Spirit beyond words.

The expanded Greek as shown by the Greek scholar Wuest is
lovely: John 15:5-17 (various verses within):

“As for myself, I am the vine. As for you, you are the branches.
He who maintains a living communion with me and I with him,
this one is bearing much fruit, because apart from me you are
not able to to be doing anything…
Remain within the sphere of the love which is mine. If my com-
mandments you keep, you will remain within the sphere of my
love, just as I have kept the commandments of my Father and am
remaining within the sphere of His love. These things have I
spoken to you that the joy which is mine may be in you, and that
your joy may be filled full. This is the commandment which is
mine, namely, that you should be loving one another with a
divine and self-sacrificing love just as I love you. Greater love
than this no one has, namely, that anyone lay down his life on
behalf of his friends. As for you, friends of mine you are, if you
habitually do that which I am enjoining upon you.”

ALL SELF MUST BE ABANDONED.
Realise that the universe operates entirely from the will of

God. In Heaven the angels always do the will of God, to not do so
would be hideous. We have been saved in order to be transformed by
the infilling of the Life of Christ, so that we may do the will of God at
all times, always, forever.

The majority of Christians these days do their own will, asking
God to bless them in their endeavours and plans.

ALL SELF WORKS MUST BE DUMPED!
Self has no righteousness of its own, no works of pious living to

offer to God. I speak not of works for salvation itself, but after      we
are saved. Works to live a proper Christian life. Our natural, old Adam
life is corrupt totally. Receive the righteousness prepared for you, in
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or recede, of enduring bravely and calmly.
The only thing that that will produce this in us is the testing of our faith.

When James writes in chapter one verse one, the word he uses
for trials is peirasmos, which is almost always translated temptation.
The word he uses for “testing” dokimazo, means to “put to the test with
the purpose of approval.”  Both words refer to the same situation.
When we are in a tempting situation, the temptation is coming from the
source of our old sin nature, backed by Satan and the cosmic system,
but the test is coming from the Lord.  The temptation is to sin, but the
test is to exercise faith.

Because it is the testing of our faith that produces endurance,
God permits us to be tempted. So we should “let endurance have its
perfect result.” That “perfect result” is from teleios, which means “brought
to its end, finished; full- grown, adult.” God wants us to endure in
testings, so that we can be fully grown in the grace of the Lord.

This is how it works: as believers, we start moving forward in the
Christian way of life, functioning in the realm of faith.  Faith will run
into testing.  When we pass the test we take a step upward to stronger
faith.  That faith will meet with a stronger form of testing.  When we
pass the next test, we come to a stronger form of faith.  And that form
is going to have a stronger and more subtle form of testing, and on and
on and on. This goes on right through our Christian life; it is the
testing of faith.

Will we trust God in this or that difficulty, or not?
He has always brought me out the other side of all my trials, for

more than fifty years! - and He will again and again in the future. If I
endure to the end of the trial, He will save me from that particular
testing for sure. Don’t give up in your own testing or temptation. Don’t
murmur and moan and say, “Why is God doing this to me! It is not fair!”
Enduring in faith in trials is the true meaning of Matthew 24:13, which is
in the context of a scriptural passage about difficulties and afflictions
in the Church Age.
(This passage is NOT about losing eternal security).

“And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.
And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold. But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.”  Matthew 24:11-13.

24
His Presence was thrilling for months; at times I could hardly

keep my feet as the Holy Spirit filled me. What about the sin question?
Jesus has kept me from the dominion of the sin nature ever since. I
have sinned again on occasions, but there was no reason to do so. I
chose to sin over something or other, but there was no need to; sin
does not have dominion over me now. “For sin shall not have dominion
over you:…” Romans 6:14. Study carefully Romans chapter six.

The Presence of Christ Jesus is still amazing today. However, I
can step out of the Fullness of His Life any time I choose to do so, I
am in no way a robot, controlled. But, I choose to walk in obedience at
all times, and because I want only to obey in everything God enables
me to obey Him. He never commands anything that He does not
provide Himself:

“As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to
the former lusts in your ignorance: But as he which hath called
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 1 Peter 1: 14-16.
“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as
I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love.”

   John 15:10.
The most important aspect of my own entrance into the

Abundant Life was the hunger and longing I had for God Himself, the
Person. HE is His own wonderful reward, for in His Presence is
joy ever last ing. Dry doctrine, bible study accepted merely
intellectually, praying without the awareness of the Lord, service in
fellowships and so on are NOT the Presence of God Himself, nor
can these things be a substitute for the Lord’s beloved closeness.
Many Christians do not have an experiential, intimate relationship with
God at all. This is very sad. They have left their first love:

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast
left thy first love.” Revelation 2:4.

Do you want GOD
as your constant Companion & Beloved One?

Abiding in the Lord is being with Him in living communion and delight
every moment of every day. It is remaining always within the sphere
of His love, as shown in John 15: 1-17.
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“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus
Christ:” 1 Peter 1:7.

God is a good teacher.  He gives us exactly the information we
need, He lets us know that we are accountable for that information, and
then He tests us on that information.
               He gives us the information in the Word.

STUDY IT.
BELIEVE THE WORD.

              1 Peter 1:6 -7. Read it carefully.
Peter, like James, reminds us that we will face multicoloured tests and
trials in life. The purpose for the tests is, as in James 1, related to the
dokimazo, the testing or proof of our faith.  God wants us to know
how strong our faith is, so He is going to allow us to be tested to the
limit, so we can find out how we will respond.  What glory to God
there is when we trust Him through it all, being patient and enduring?
ALL has its purpose, nothing is wasted.

This is the JOY of the Lord
which is our strength. Nehemiah 8:10.

The goldsmith in Biblical days would melt gold in a container
over fire, until the gold became molten metal. With the heat, the impu-
rities would come to the top. The goldsmith would skim off and throw
away all the alloy and the impurities, and he would again turn up the
heat.  This is a picture of God’s dealings with ourselves. As we walk in
faith filled with the Life of Christ, or the new creation, God reveals to
us various areas that are expressions of the old nature. What does this
process do?  It causes us to allow the Life of Christ to fill us more and
more. God makes sure that things get hotter and hotter in our lives,
because if they did not, then our impurities, our flaws, would not rise
to the top to be cast off. And we might start thinking we had arrived at
full perfection! God does not want anyone thinking he has attained
absolute perfection.  Paul makes that clear in Philippians 3:12 -14.

As things get hotter under trials, and we encounter doubts and
start blaming God, and ugliness starts - like depression, severe anxiety,
turning on other people saying “it was all your fault”, and tempers, then
we should be sober.  The heat is bringing our impurities and alloy to

23
Him, I am in Christ and He is in me. Never before has there been such
a wonderful life in my experience, although I knew all the doctrines
about the abiding life, the victorious life, for many, many years.

How did I come out of the intellectual
understanding of this Life into the reality

in the Spirit of God?
I will seek to detail this for the reader.

It began one day when I was alone in the house. I was upset
because I had sold my previous home of fifteen years, and my pet
animals had been rehoused with other people. I was almost devastated
by these losses, and then the Holy Spirit showed me the sinfulness of
my heart! I had thought that I was a person who depended on God,
who was complete in Christ, but here I was unable to stand in strength
because of the loss of animals and a home! The Holy Spirit showed me
that I had always been sinful and a failure throughout my whole
Christian life, it was not just that I had certain failings and had righted
myself again. I knew that I would continue to fail forever because
my whole nature was corrupt. It was a revelation from the Lord God.
My problem was NOT my sins; it was my own sinful nature (Sin).

With this revelation came a horror of sin that was overwhelming.
I knew I could not ever sin again against the Lord; it was unspeakably
horrible to do so. I said to God,

“I will not sin again against You;
You will have to do something about it!”

Then the Lord took over completely and revelation came flooding in.
    I said,

I didn’t know what would happen, whether I would cease to exist in
some way - so intense was that dealing. He showed me that I was
already dead to sin, my old nature had been crucified on the Cross
when Christ Jesus died, I was just to believe it and count on it… I
said that I wanted Christ to live instead of me, so that I could live
pleasing to God in every way. And the indwelling Christ filled the
empty vessel with HIMSELF.

“I don’t want to live like this.
I want to be dead to SELF.”
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the surface. The whole purpose of the pressure is to show us our
flaws, so we can deal with them.

Do you deal with these and other flaws
before God, if they appear?

When the goldsmith would look down into the molten metal and see
his face reflected, he knew that he had the pure gold that he was
working to produce.  In God’s plan, the goal is that we be conformed
fully to the image of Jesus Christ.  What will it take to work that in our
lives? Heat. A lot of fire.  We will have to pass a lot of tests and get rid
of a lot of flaws and impurities.  They all have to come to the surface
and be dealt with, one at a time.  The Lord’s desire, His purpose in the
tests, is to one day be able to look down into our lives and see the
reflection of His own face. With every test we pass - the reflection
grows clearer.

HOW SHALL WE PROCEED
IN THESE PERILOUS TIMES?

Each morning you should start the day
by affirming before the Lord:
•  God has promised to supply my needs, Philippians 4:19
•  and I know He is able to do so, 2 Corinthians 9:8.
•  After all, if He gave his own Son to me, He will not withhold from
   me the other things, Romans 8:32.
•  Therefore, I should not be anxious, but instead, I should allow
   HIS peace to guard my thinking.
    Philippians 4:6 - 7
•  and cast my cares on Him - fully. 1 Peter 5:7,
•  as I wait on the Lord, Isaiah 40:31,
•  For He Is faithful - 1 Corinthians 1:9.
•  I know that if I seek first His Kingdom and
   righteousness, all other things will be provided -
    Matthew 6:33.    MEMORIZE the verses!

MORE PROMISES
 to believe and hold onto in faith. �Ö
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Coming One, we have to be abiding in Christ and (most importantly)
we must be bearing the image of Him as the Glorified One. This
wondrous life is ours by rights of the New Covenant, it is ours, yours.
Those who are born-again by the Spirit possess within them the hidden
power of the Life of Christ, and God sets before them the prospect of
its fullest glory - in and through me and you! You and I are called by
God to truly abide in Christ Jesus, each moment, every day, day by day.
Only by abiding in Him can we have unbroken fellowship with God, it is
His will for us all.
The Bible tells us:

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear,
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his
coming.” 1 John 2:21.

The Rapture is coming soon; do you want
to be ashamed before Him at His coming?

Will you have to admit that you would not let
Christ be your whole Life because you loved

your own life and the world too much?

You may be saying, yes, yes Lord,
now the question is HOW!

I have my own testimony to bring to you, how it all happened to
me. I have been a saved, redeemed believer for over fifty years. About
five and a half years ago I entered into the glorious fullness of the
sanctified, crucified Life. Since then my closeness, Union with the Lord
has been enlarged in delightful degree. The joy of the Lord fills me to
overflowing, I cannot find words. The old sin/self nature has been
handled by the Cross, so my old Adam nature is kept under control.
The GIFT of righteousness is mine, I do not have to struggle or try -
the Life of Christ within me fills me with God’s holiness as a free gift!
Peace is my portion every day, moment by moment I am kept in His
love, moment by moment I have the filling of His Life. Jesus is my own
dear Companion, closer than the beating of my heart. I am one with
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Promises for FELLOWSHIP and SPIRITUALITY:

John 15:7-8; Ephesians 2:10;
Philippians 1:6; Colossians 2:10.

Promises for TRIALS:
1 Samuel 17:47; Psalm 4:8; Isaiah 41:10;
1 Corinthians 10:13.

Promises for NEEDS:
Matthew 6:33; 1 Corinthians 1:9;
2 Corinthians 9:8; Philippians 4:6 -7.

Promises for the FUTURE:
John 10:28 - 29. 1 John 3:1 - 2;
Ephesians 3:20 - 21. 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10.

Promises when DISCOURAGED:
Isaiah 40:31; 2 Timothy 1:7;
Hebrews 4:15-16, 13:5. Philippians 3:13, 14.

                                            (Source material Gene Cunningham).

PROVERBS 3: 5-8:
“TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL THINE HEART; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in thine own eyes:
fear the LORD, and depart from evil.It shall be health to thy navel,
and marrow to thy bones.”

PROMISES FOR PROTECTION
FROM PANDEMIC DISEASE.

“He that DWELLETH IN THE SECRET PLACE of the most
High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of
the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will
I trust. Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler,
and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with his
feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be
thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; Nor for the pestilence
that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at
thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine
eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Be-
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ises take root and grow up.”
        (End of quotes. Taken from the book by Murray, The New Life).

Other authors who have taught profoundly and gloriously
on the life of abundance in Christ are:

Hannah Whitall Smith, The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life, and
Frances Ridgely Havergal’,  Kept for the Master’s Use.

GLORIFIED LIFE IN CHRIST.
Do you want a life of perfect victory over sin, and true rest in God?
It is available to you, has always been since you were first saved by the
Blood of Christ.  It is a life of full fellowship with the Father. It is REAL
abiding in Christ:

“For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
him in glory.” Colossians 3:3, 4.

I quote Murray again, to be sure that all my readers understand that this
is about sound, solid biblical doctrine:

“He who abides in Christ the Crucified One learns to know what
it is to be crucified with Him, and in Him to be indeed dead to
sin. He who abides in Christ the risen and glorified One becomes
in the same way partaker of His resurrection life and of the glory
with which He has now been crowned in heaven. Unspeakable
are the blessings that flow to the soul from the union with Jesus
in His glorified life… The believer who abides in Him as such, as
led to see how the power of sin and the flesh are indeed de-
stroyed: the consciousness of complete and everlasting deliver-
ance becomes increasingly clear, and the blessed rest and peace,
the fruit of such a conviction that victory and deliverance are an
accomplished fact, takes possession of the life.”
                                       (Abide in Christ, The Glorified One, Day 31).

THE WHY & HOW.

Why do you need to abide in Christ Jesus,
to live in Him to the uttermost?

Because He is coming again, and to testify of the Saviour as the
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cause thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the
most High, thy habitation; There shall no evil befall thee, neither
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his
angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall
bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a
stone. Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion
and the dragon shalt thou trample under feet. Because he hath
set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him
on high, because he hath known my name. He shall call upon
me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will
deliver him, and honour him. With long life will I satisfy him, and
shew him my salvation.” Psalm 91.

THE LOVE OF GOD.

These are perilous times. We Christians need to be filled with
the supernatural LOVE OF GOD in order to be supernatural
lights in the intense darkness of these times. Not just thinking of
ourselves and our own loved ones, but showing LOVE to even our
enemies as the days darken still further. WE cannot produce the
Divine Love God requires of us, by our own self power and trying
harder. Unsaved people (and indeed some saved Christians) will no
doubt grow very, very selfish and self-protective as bad problems come
on heavier, due to fear, severe needs like hunger or housing problems,
fuel and water shortage - whatever. This happens in prison camps in
wars, in countries under siege  - selfishness and betrayal were and are
often the norm. If we are still here in months, years to come, our high
calling is to LOVE with the love of God. Love, when perhaps the
whole country is being forced to take sinister vaccinations; Love, when
food is scarce and starvation seems to hit; Love, when the authorities
are demanding that people betray one another - or be prosecuted. Who
knows how much the world needs the Love of God demonstrated
through us in the days ahead. Never hate even cruel and evil
enemies, beloved of God, LOVE.

“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  Matthew 5:44:
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seeking to renew our fallen natures by grafting them into His
own divine nature.”

“To realize the glorious Deity of Him whose call sounds forth
to longing hearts with such sweetness is no small step towards
gaining the full privilege to which we are invited. But longing is
by itself of no use. Still less can there be any profit in reading of
the blessed results to be gained from a close and personal union
with our Lord, if we believe that union to be practically beyond
our reach. His words are meant to be a living, an eternal, pre-
cious reality. And this they can never become unless we are sure
that we may reasonably expect their accomplishment. But what
could make the accomplishment of such an idea possible - what
could make it reasonable to suppose that we poor, weak, selfish
creatures, full of sin and full of failures, might be saved out of
corruption of our nature and made partakers of the holiness of
our Lord - except the fact, the marvellous, unalterable fact, that
He who proposes to us so great a transformation is Himself the
everlasting God, as able as He is willing to fulfil His own word.

“In meditating, therefore, upon these utterances of Christ,
containing as they do the very essence of His teaching, the very
concentration of His love, let us, at the outset, put away all
tendency to doubt. Let us not allow ourselves so much as to
question whether such erring disciples as we are can be enabled
to attain the holiness to which we are called through a close and
intimate union with our Lord. If there is any impossibility, any
falling short of the proposed blessedness, it will arise from the
lack of earnest desire on our part. There is not lack on His part
who puts forth the invitation; with God there can be no short-
comings in the fulfilment of His promise.”

The life of Fellowship; Meditations on John 15:1, 11, by A.M. James.
It is perhaps necessary to say, for the sake of young or

doubting Christians, that there is something more necessary than
the effort to exercise faith in each separate promise that is
brought under our notice. What is of even greater importance is
the cultivation of a trustful disposition toward God, the habit of
always thinking of Him, of His ways and His works, with bright
confiding hopefulness. In such soil alone can the individual prom-
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We NEED to be

filled with GOD’S LOVE!
GOD IS LOVE.

Revelation 19:7-8 is about
the MARRIAGE FEAST.

The LOVE of Christ for HIS
Church revealed in this figure is
an out-standing demonstration of the

LOVE OF GOD.

     Four characteristics of Divine Love
              may be mentioned here:

1. The Eternal Duration of the Love of God stems from the
fact that “God is love.” (1 John 4:8).

He has not cultivated love by self-effort, He does not hold to
love as a detached thing apart from Himself, He cannot abandon love at
will. LOVE is an essential part of the Person of God Himself. If His love
should (or could) cease a very essential part of the Person of God
Himself would cease.  The love of God can know no change; to Israel
He said: “I have loved thee with an everlasting love.” Jeremiah 31:3; and
of Christ it is written, “Having loved His own which are in the world he
loved them unto the end.”  Literally, “without end”; John 13:1. Also 15:9.
In God’s love towards an individual there is neither fluctuation or
ceasing - forever.
2. The love of God is the motivation for his ceaseless activity.
Though the love of God was once and for all manifested in the sacri-
fice of his well-beloved Son (Romans 5:8; 1 John 3:16), what was
manifested in a moment of time is, nevertheless, the revelation of the
eternal attitude of God towards men, ALL men.  Could we have gazed
into the heart of God before the creation of the material universe we
would have seen every provision then made for His LAMB to be slain
for the sin of the world.  (Revelation 5:6).  Could we now gaze into the
heart of God, we will see the same undiminished compassion for the
lost that was expressed in the death of His Son.  The momentary death
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‘One great mystery is that the holy frame and disposition whereby
our souls are furnished and enabled for immediate practice of
the law must be obtained by receiving it out of Christ’s fullness,
as a thing already prepared and brought to an existence for us in
Christ and treasured up in Him; and that, as we are justified by a
righteousness provided in Christ and imputed to us, so we are
sanctified by such a holy frame and qualification as are first
accomplished and completed in Christ for us, and then imparted
to us. As our natural corruption was produced originally in the
first Adam and propagated from him to us, so our new nature and
holiness is first produced in Christ and derived from Him to us,
or, as it were, propagated. So that we are not at all to work
together with Christ in making or producing that holy frame in us,
but only to take it to ourselves and use it in our holy practice, as
made ready to our hands. Thus we have fellowship with Christ, in
receiving that holy frame of spirit that was originally in Him - for
fellowship is where several persons have the same things in
common. This mystery is so great that, notwithstanding all the
light of the Gospel, we commonly think that we must get a holy
frame by producing it anew in ourselves and by pursuing and
working it out of our own heart.” (End of quotes).

Some comments here to clarify this teaching of Marshall‘s:
None of this is about becoming born again. Marshall is writing above
of SANCTIFICATION, not JUSTIFICATION.

Marshall meant by “frame”, behaviour and character, our inner-
most being. He mentions “the law” which is alluding to God’s promise
to write the law on our hearts, under the New Covenant, Hebrews 8:10.
Thus, when we receive the righteous nature that Christ has prepared
for us by faith, letting Him fill us with the gift of righteousness, we
immediately are enabled to keep all of the law of God from the
innermost parts of our renewed nature. Not as something to be forced
upon us, but by a transformed inner life. Spirit-filled indeed.

Here is another quote, firstly from Andrew Murray, and then from
A.M. James, a renowned teacher in Christian circles in earlier days:

“I am the true vine. He who offers us the privilege of an actual
union with Himself is the great I Am, the almighty God reveals
Himself as our perfect Savior, even to the unimaginable extent of
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of Christ was not a mere tremor in the divine affection; It is an an-
nouncement to a lost wor ld of the fact of God’s eternal,
unchangeable love.
3. The love of God has transparent purity.

Concerning this aspect of the love of God, no human words
avail.  There is no selfishness in divine love; God has never sought
benefits for himself.  He receives nothing; He bestows everything.
Peter urges believers to live with a pure heart, fervently, 1 Peter 1:22.
But how very few love God for what He is in Himself - apart from all
His benefits!!  How different it is with God’s love! Judging by our-
selves, we are sure he needs our money, our service, or our influence.
He needs nothing from us; but He needs US, and only because His
infinite love cannot be satisfied apart from us. The title “Beloved” when
addressed to believers is most expressive; for, in their relation to God,
their highest function is to be loved.
4. The love of God has inexhaustible benevolence.

There is no hope for this world, apart from the marvellous fact
that God loves even sinners.  But divine love is not passive.  Moved to
an infinite degree by his love, God acted in behalf of those whom He
otherwise would have had to banish from His presence forever, God
could not ignore the just condemnation of the sinner, which His own
holiness imposed; but He could take upon Himself the very curse
which belongs to the sinner.  “Greater love hath no man than this, that
a man lay down his life for his friends.” John 15:13. And this He did in
order that, without infringing upon His own holiness, He might be free
to save the guilty. Romans 3:26.  Being free through the substitutionary
death of Christ, God knows no limitations and does not cease working
until, to His own satisfaction; He places the justly doomed sinner in
heaven’s highest glory, even conformed to the image of Christ.

Saving grace is more than love; it is God’s love set absolutely
free and made to triumph over His righteous judgements against the
sinner.“By grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8;
also 2:4 and Titus 3:4-5.

There is also in God, a perfect hatred for sin which, like a
counterpart of His love, prompts Him to save the sinner from his doom!
In like manner, this same hatred for sin, combined with His love, makes
of God, a Father who chastens His child.
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1. A hunger and thirsting after righteousness,
  for a holiness in God.

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:
for they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6.

2. An awareness that our own natures are totally corrupt, such
as when Paul cried,

“But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is
in my members.O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?” Romans 7:23, 24.

3. A longing for the Person of Christ Jesus to be with them all
of the time! A longing to be united with Him, to live always in Him, to
abide in Him. A great love and yearning for a deeper walk with
Christ Himself.

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me.” John 15:4.

ASK YOURSELF:
Has this preceding work

been wrought in me by the Holy Spirit?
ASK God to deal with you intensely!

A theological understanding of this Abundant Life and what it
means is important here. People have complained at times that I am
writing about doctrines that are not taught in most of the churches of
today. They see the teaching of complete Victory over sin and
Sanctification by Grace alone as a “new” off-centre concept in some
way. No, the Bible teaches this as soundly and clearly as it does
Justification by Grace alone. The teachers of times long ago taught
the Bible doctrines on these matters, much more than is known in
these days of apostasy.
Here is a sample quote, with comments by Andrew Murray, circa 1885:
on material by Walter Marshal, 1692,

“The thought that in the personal holiness of our Lord a new
holy nature was formed to be communicated to us, and that we
make use of it by faith, is the central idea of Marshall’s invaluable
work, The Gospel Mystery of Sanctification:
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“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.” Revelation 3:19, and
“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.”  Hebrews 12:6.

Because of His living union with Christ, (1Corinthians 6:17), the
believer is loved by the Father even as Christ is loved (John 17:23), and
this infinite love is never decreased even in the hour of correction
or trial.
                         IMPORTANT:

In addition to these direct manifestations of the love of God,
many indirect manifestations can be seen. There is little reference
in the New Testament to human love, its emphasis falls rather upon
imparted Divine Love which is experienced only by the Spirit-filled
believer.  The message of Romans 5:5 is that the love of God flowing
forth from the Spirit is given unto us. Since this Divine Love is the fruit
of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22, He is its only source.Thus passing through
to the believer’s heart, the Divine Love is indirectly manifested. 1 John
emphasises the truth that, if born of God and filled with the Spirit, we
will love as God loves, and 1 Corinthians 13 is a description of the
superhuman character of that love. There can be no ecstasy in this life
comparable to actually experiencing the unhindered outflow of the
love of God!

Understand fully that the love for God is not under considera-
tion; rather that we examine reverently the love which is God’s own.
CONCERNING THIS LOVE, CERTAIN THINGS SHOULD BE NOTED:
•  God’s love is experienced in answer to the prayer of Christ,
   John 17:26.
•  God loves the lost world. John 3:16; Ephesians 2:4, and as certainly
•  He loathes the world system, which is evil.1 John 2:15- 17.
•  God loves those whom he has redeemed John 13: 34-35,
    15:12-14, Romans 5; 8, Ephesians 5:25, 1 John 3:16; 4:12.
•  God loves the nation Israel, Jeremiah 31:3.
•  God loves those who have wandered from him.  Luke 15:4, 20.
•  God’s love is eternal. John 13:1.
•  God’s love is sacrificial, even giving his own son.
    2 Corinthians 8:9; Ephesians 5:2.

The exercise of Divine Love is the first commandment of Christ
under grace, John 13:34 to 35; 15:12-14, and should be the outstanding
characteristic of every Christian. Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 4:2, 5:2;
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Colossians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9.  The imparted love of God
cannot be cultivated, nor can it be produced by the flesh.  It is the
normal experience only of those who, having met the simple condi-
tions, are filled with the Spirit.  Galatians 5:22; 1 Corinthians 13:1.

EVERYTHING WE NEED
IS IN JESUS CHRIST!

We should be able to see
that to be victorious in the
coming days it is imperative to
be filled with the Life of Christ Jesus
- through the Holy Spirit within.  Many Christians these days
are very vague about how this can be; they do not understand what is
an authentic Spirit-filled life in Christ. The counterfeits have been whirling
around in these strange times, confusion can reign. Let us then deal
deeply with what the Bible teaches about the Abundant Life of Victory
in Christ Jesus. He is the Precious Gift of God - ALL is in Him:

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:”

                                                    1 Corinthians 1:30.
I have personally found that few Christians have been led by the

Holy Spirit into the holy work which precedes what could be termed
The Second Blessing, or the Double Cure. Perhaps you could relate
better to the terms The Victorious Life or The Abundant Life.

I realised that this “preceding” work was necessary only recently
when I read old documents from John Wesley. He spoke of the preced-
ing work and the following work of the Holy Spirit. In other words
believers are lead into a preceding work before they are lead into the
Abundant Life or the Second Blessing. They have to be, because
otherwise they will not want or accept the Divine infilling of the Spirit.
They also are directed on after the Divine infilling into a more
profound walk; they do NOT just arrive and remain static. I will deal
here with the preceding work.

For a Christian to really want to have Jesus Christ as their entire Life,
and to save them from the power of all sin, there must have been previously:


