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loved ones.
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• Presenting the TRUTH...
• A clear Trumpet call...
• Afﬁrming that the “WORD OF GOD”,
none other than the King James Version, the Holy Bible, is the Truth in
its entirety.
• Seeking to uncover those things which
the Hidden forces of evil desire to keep
from the people of the world.
• Seeking to present the Truth in an
objective, correct and God fearing
manner.
• Making available to others information on the insidious inﬁltration of the
NEW AGE NEW WORLD ORDER
• Seeking to encouraging the followers
of Christ to ﬁght against the forces of
evil in prayer, and to warn the ungodly
while there is still time.
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these latter days, before Jesus Christ
returns.
• “...and the servant of the Lord must not
strive, but be gentle unto all men ... in
meekness instructing those who oppose
them.” { II Timothy 2:23,25}

DISCLAIMER...

Despatch quotes from many sources,
and cites many people. It is impossible to
delve into every group, person, doctrine
or association which the writers of
these quotes may embrace. Therefore,
the staff of Despatch may not necessarily agree with everything these writers
stand for. .....Editor
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“The following is an
edited partial transcript of a presentation I recently gave
at the International
Prophecy Conference
in St. Petersburg,
Florida, titled “Israel,
the Vatican, and the
United States.”

While this article only
addresses dealings between the Vatican and
Israel, the complete message, which is available
on DVD, also examines the
Vatican’s influence over,
and purpose for, America.

This 70 minute discourse can be obtained through
Hope for the World (317.290.467 or www.garykah.org).

GARY KAH
. . During our trip to
Israel last summer, my
wife and I met with a
Christian researcher in
the “Old City” of Jerusalem located in East
Jerusalem. We spent a
couple of hours with him at the Christ
Church cafe, which is just a short
distance from the Jaffa Gate. This researcher, who we will call Hans, gives
private, unadvertised tours of Jerusalem showing, among other things, the
influence of Freemasonry in that city.
Through our new friend we learned
and saw some incredible things generally unknown to the public...
Hans pointed out some interesting facts

about some of
the traditional
tourist sites in the Old City. For example, those of you who have been
in Jerusalem have probably visited a
place called The Upper Room, where
Jesus supposedly had the Last Supper
with His disciples... Well, Hans shared
with us that during the crusades of the
Middle Ages, the order known as the
Knights of the Temple, or the Knights
Templar, used this site as one of their
main outposts in Jerusalem. It’s only
a few blocks away from the Temple
Mount where Solomon/Herod’s Temple once stood and from which the
order derived its name so it makes
perfect sense...
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Now, who were the Knights Templar?
They were the most powerful order
of the Roman Catholic Church from
around 1100 AD to around the year
1310 AD. During that time, they led
numerous pilgrimages (and crusades)
to the Middle East. They grew to be
very powerful. Over the 200 year period of their existence they became the
bankers of Europe. At one point they
were under the special protection of
the Pope.
I failed to mention that the Masonic Order of today is descended from
the Knights of the Temple. That’s not
a secret. You can find this information
in most Masonic history books. They
will point out the fact that their order is
a continuation of that medieval order.
They’ve borrowed many of its beliefs.
While some of the degree structure
has changed, much of it has been left
in tact. But what most people are not
aware of is that the Templars were
also an order of the Roman Catholic
Church.
The purpose of the Templar’s
existence during the Middle Ages was
to capture Jerusalem, control it and
dominate it, on behalf of the Vatican.
This goal of complete control over
Jerusalem is still the pursuit, I believe,
of the Catholic Church to this day. The
Vatican wants to regain what it once
held. It needs to possess Jerusalem and
the Temple Mount to usher in its New
World Order.
I recently came across a fascinating article which documents the
Vatican’s attempts during the last 15
years to recapture control of Jerusalem.

If this doesn’t shock you, I don’t know
what will! (It is incredible what is going on and that the media, in general,
isn’t telling us about. Here and there
we’ll catch bits and pieces of this, but
as far as putting all of this together and
asking the right questions, it is simply
not happening through our media.)
The article is titled
The Vatican Agenda: How Does
the Vatican View the Legitimacy of
Israel’s Claims to Jerusalem?
It is written by Joel Bainerman, who is a
Jewish investigative journalist based in
Israel. I will be quoting and paraphrasing Joel at times, along with inserting
some of my own thoughts.
Joel states that most Israelis
have probably not thought very much
about what the Roman Catholic
Church or the Vatican thinks about
“end of days” theology.
He writes;
The institution of “The Vatican” is not understood by Israelis and
Jews. The conventional wisdom you
get from the spokespersons in Israeli
government min. istries and the conventional Israeli media is “both sides
have great intentions to do good” and
that’s about it. When it comes to Israel’s bilateral affairs, nothing much gets
investigated by the Israeli media. Thus
a secret deal could be done between
the Vatican and the State of Israel and
nobody in Israel would ever find out
about it.
In fact, that is exactly what has
happened. [The following information]
will provide the background to that
deal, as well as what the Vatican’s
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“..Stand fast in the Lord..” Phil. 4:1
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Wendy. B. Howard.
Wake up believers.
Greetings to you all
in the Name
of Christ Jesus our Lord.

“Lest Satan should get an advantage
of us: for we are not ignorant of
his devices.” 2 Cor. 2:11.
Do not let Satan get an advantage of you and your family through
ignorance of his devices. Too many
Christians are retreating into their
Bibles, when they should be studying
both the Bible and world and local
events.

I am aware of both urgency
and a desire for all this turmoil on the
earth to be gone, and the prayer “Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in Heaven” has great
poignancy to my heart. One day it
will be so, and babies can be born
without being slaughtered cruelly
before they can wail their first cry!
The world will love their Creator,
bombs will not blow women and
children to bits, the citizens of earth
will laugh and play in God’s beautiful
sunshine, and the saints of the Church
Age will love one another perfectly,
helping Jesus rule with love and justice at last.
CONT’D. PAGE 4
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SNIPPET
CONTEMPLATIVE
PRAYER.

ALL books on contemplative prayer
talk about deep breathing, which is
very dangerous. The Catholic Mystics
have always used contemplative
“prayer” as a spiritual exercise. Now
we are seeing The Emerging Church
Movement using these exercises, also
Rick Warren’s Purpose Driven life
has entered this mystic realm, filled
with demons and deception! Here
are some interesting details:
“Ignatian Contemplation: A

Cont’d from p.24

Revelation 13 and 14.]
Joel Bainerman considers
himself “a Jewish alternative writer and
thinker” He’s a Talmudic Jew who is
actually opposed to Christianity and
says he would trade his religion in for
Islam before he’d become a Christian.
Yet, I wonder, does he view Christianity as being synonymous with Roman
Catholicism, which is a false religion
to true Christians? If so, no wonder he
believes as he does. Nonetheless, his
research and expose on the plans of
the Vatican have done us all a great
favor. Pray for Joel that the truth and
love of Christ would be revealed to
him in a very clear, direct and powerful
way!
(His website is
www.
joelbainerman.com)
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form of prayer used by Saint Ignatius of Loyola incorporating the
imagination. There are a number
of different exercises associated
with Ignatian contemplation, but
there are two I teach frequently.
The first is connected to sacred
reading, and simply put is visualizing the situation of a Biblical
text with you in it….”

What about the
LABYRINTH?

“The point of a labyrinth is to
journey to the center of a spiral
pattern traced on the ground and
journey back out again. While
walking through the pathway
in the labyrinth, participants are
encouraged to ask God to speak
to them in the walking.”

www.deceptioninthechurch.com/promotenewage.html

In RICK WARREN’S Purpose-Driven
Life, on Day
Eleven, he encourages people to practice
“ B R E AT H P R AY E R S ”
by repeating
words and
phrases over and over in a mantrastyle prayer, a practice used centuries
ago by a group of mystical monks
known as Desert Fathers. This socalled “prayer” is IDENTICAL to that
found in Hindu yoga and
Zen
Buddhism.
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intentions are regarding Israel and the
Old City of Jerusalem. It will reveal
which Israeli politicians made certain
commitments to the Vatican regarding
the issue of sovereignty in the Old City
of Jerusalem. These negotiations and
meetings were all carried out in secret.
During this time period, 1992 1995,
the Oslo Accords got all the public’s
attention. Oslo was like “throwing sand
in the eyes” of the public. The Vatican
is where the real action was happening. Oslo seemed to be just the cover
story. A “red herring,” if you will.
What Does
the Vatican Want?
It can’t be that the Vatican is only interested in “access to their Holy Sites” in
Jerusalem. They already have that, as
well as legal jurisdiction under Israeli
law for their institutions and assets in
Jerusalem. Also, when these “Holy
Sites” were under the jurisdiction of the
Jordanians from 1948 1967, no pope
demanded the “internationalization of
Jerusalem;”
It is something else which the
Vatican wants. The Roman Catholic
Church needs to have a certain version
of events to be played out for them in
order to stand in front of mankind and
proclaim; “Our Messiah has returned.”
[I believe this will be the false Messiah
the Antichrist.] This is the goal of the
Vatican, and this is what all Israelis
need to worry about.
The Vatican’s version of events
is this; They know this isn’t the end of
the story that the Jewish God had in
mind, but that doesn’t mean they won’t
try and engineer their own ending to

the story. So what if it is fraudulent?
It doesn’t matter. That is their game
plan and that is what matters and that
is what Israeli Jews need to be better
informed about. It is important for everyone to know what the Vatican has up
its sleeve because it directly relates to
Israel’s existence and its future destiny
as an independent nation. This is a very
powerful force that is scheming to get
control of the Old City of Jerusalem, so
Israelis better know why and how the
Vatican intends to do this. Once we
have all the facts and the chronological record, we will be better informed
to deal with this issue and of foreign
control over Israel’s political existence
and destiny.
First, you have to realize that
for centuries the Vatican has attempted
to obtain control of Jerusalem, which
started with the Crusades. For them to
convince the world that the Messiah
they [will] put on the world’s stage is
going to be accepted as genuine, they
need to perform this play in the Old
City. The story of this production is
that this “Messiah” will merge the three
monotheistic religions, usher in peace
and harmony in the world and solve
the Middle East conflict. The location
for this “production” will be in none
other than the Old City of Jerusalem.
Joel continues by saying that
this so called “Messiah” that will be
proclaimed, will be a false one and will
insist that by having a “world government” (i.e., the United Nations) world
peace and harmony will be ushered
in. This will be a lie, and a fraud, but
never mind. In our world, reality isn’t
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important. Public perceptions are. The
end result is the stripping of Israel’s
sovereignty as an independent nation,
giving way to a “regional bloc of nations” in the Middle East. Israel will be
pressured to accede to these demands
by all world bodies and the superpowers on the claim that “this is the only
way to solve the Middle East conflict.
In order for the Jews to go along, they
will convince them that with the “Messiah” having appeared to the Jews, it
is time to start rebuilding the Third
Temple what they call “Solomon’s
Temple...”
Make no mistake about it. The
Old City of Jerusalem, as well as most
of the eastern half of the city, is what
the Vatican is after. Why? Because controlling the entire Old City of Jerusalem
(not just Church properties) and being
able to build whatever they want on
Mount Zion, is critical for the program
they have planned to put into play in
Israel’s capital city. The deal that the
Vatican has signed with Israel via Yossi
Beilin and Shimon Peres (in secret and
without the approval of the Knesset)
gives the Catholic Church not only
extraterritorial status to their properties
(which is what the bi lateral agreement
the Israeli government signed with the
Vatican on December 30th,1993, put
in law) but control over the entire city
as “custodians” under UN presence. In
this way the Jews will give up control
over the Old City. Giving it up to the
Vatican, the Israeli people would have
a problem with. But giving it over to
the UN, they would say, “we had no
choice.”

According to Joel Bainerman,
the “CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS” for
the Vatican’s conquest of the Old City
of Jerusalem is as follows all of which
can be verified.
Let’s begin with October 1991.
On October 12,1991, the
head of the World Jewish Congress,
Edgar Bronfman, was appointed head
of the International Jewish Committee
of Inter religious Consultation, to conduct official contacts with the Vatican
and the State of Israel.
On March 17,1992, Jerusalem
Mayor Teddy Kollek said, “The Israeli
government should meet the Vatican’s
demand to apply special status for
Jerusalem”
On April 1,1992, the Vatican
announced that it “favors a Labor [Party] victory” in the June 1992 general
elections in Israel.
On April 15,1992, Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger [now Pope Benedict
XVI], one of the highest ranking diplomats at the Vatican, visited Israel for
the first time, but he only met with
Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek.
The story of the Catholic
Church’s attempt to take the Old City
of Jerusalem from the Jews [formally
began] in July 1992. According to the
information on the Foreign Ministry
website, literally from the moment
the new Rabin led Labor government
took over from Yitzhak Shamir’s defeated Likud party, secret talks with the
Vatican and the State of Israel began.
[Yitzhak Rabin was a prominent Freemason. That information was actually
given in his obituary in the Jerusalem
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that Rome’s claims are not legitimate
and that the literal interpretation of
Scriptures is correct. There is no place
for the restoration of the nation of Israel
in its theology. How can the Vatican
claim to be “the New Jerusalem” and
“rightful heir to the Kingdom of God”
if the Jews control Jerusalem? How is
the Catholic Church going to convince
the world that its version of theology is
correct?
The Vatican is going to have
everyone believe this “mysterious
individual who will `unite the faiths’
and appear in Jerusalem, which will
be under the control of an authority
headed by the Vatican;’ The deal to
have the Vatican come into Israel
and take over these properties and to
“control and dominate the Old City of
Jerusalem” already exists and has been
fully documented and reported in the
world’s media.
The end goal of the Vatican is
to seize control of the Old City of Jerusalem out of the clutches of the State of
Israel. To that end, they have a secret
agreement with Israel which obliges
Israel to respect the “extraterritorial”
claim to their physical presence in the
city. In short, we have accepted the
Vatican’s rights to have little Vatican
sovereign embassies throughout our
eternal capital of Jerusalem. That same
Vatican has committed itself, in public
and in a written agreement, to ensure
that the Palestinians have sovereignty
in the Old City of Jerusalem.
The public record shows a
secret deal has already been conducted
behind the backs of the Israeli public

whereby the Vatican was promised to
take over the Old City. There is ample
proof in the public record to prove that
a secret deal was done with the Vatican
by two Israeli government representatives, Yossi Beilin and Shimon Peres.
As it was concocted covertly, it can’t
serve the Israeli public but someone
else. Thus, these agreements need to
be made void and nullified.
It doesn’t matter if religious
Jews or Israelis think that “Catholic
theology” is “strange looking” or extremely “ritualistic” What matters is
that all Israelis understand that the Vatican has a secret agenda and it includes
stealing the Old City of Jerusalem away
from the Jews. That is what you need
to know and understand ....
[This is a lot of information to
digest. I like to think that I am fairly
well informed on developments in
the Middle East, but I knew very little
about these events until recently. All
of this has been going on right under
our noses.
The deal is practically done.
All the Antichrist has to do is step on
the scene and claim that he put this
“peace plan” together, and people
would likely give him the credit. But
the groundwork has been laid; much
of it is done.
I am personally convinced,
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that one
day the Vatican will either endorse or
actually put forth the Antichrist. I also
believe that the Church of Rome is
the chief driving force, and therefore
Satan’s lead vessel in bringing about
the one world system described in
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the agreement is “recognition by the
Catholic Church of the Palestinian
claims to the eastern half of Jerusalem...” The agreement calls for Jerusalem to be “an international city based
on international resolutions and on an
international guarantee...”
In March 2000, the Pope
visited the Holy Land and repeated
the Holy See’s insistence that “international oversight `a special statute,
internationally guaranteed’ would
best safeguard the city’s holy sites and
all its religions. The city of Jerusalem
is the main obstacle to peace in the
region...”
In a speech to the United
Nations on October 30th, 2000,
Archbishop Renato Martino declared,
“The `unique character’ of Jerusalem
as a city sacred to three great religions
makes it essential that religious leaders,
not politicians, control the holy sites;’
In his meeting on October 26th with
Fouad Aoun (the Lebanese Ambassador to the Vatican, Pope John Paul II
again said that the city of Jerusalem
should be given “specially guaranteed
international status.”
In January 2001, Israeli TV
journalists secretly filmed under the
Shrine of Omar [or Dome of the Rock],
the 7th century Islamic building which
may have been deliberately constructed over the Holy of Holies, the
most sacred prayer room of the ancient
Jewish Temple. The video revealed a
new and massive tunnel aimed directly
at the most sacred core of Solomon’s
and later, Herod’s Temples. During
the Crusades, the early 12th century

chivalric order, The Knights Templar,
dug under the ruins for nine years and
found a network of tunnels where the
Jewish priests hid their treasures from
the marauding Romans in 70 AD. It
was also assumed that the original
records of the Jerusalem Church, which
prove that the Vatican is not practicing Christianity as its founders had
intended, was buried in this spot. A
pope with exclusive rights of divine interpretation was not part of God’s plan.
If these scrolls were made public, they
would jeopardize Rome’s legitimacy.
Thus it is imperative to the Vatican that
the Jews be removed from the Temple
Mount so that they don’t find these
important scrolls. The PA is serving as
the Vatican’s “building contractors” in
this arrangement in the hope that the
Vatican will side with the Palestinians
in the conflict with Israel ....
[I just want to add that most recently,
in December of 2006, Israel’s Prime
Minister Olmert met with the Pope in
Rome; and within the last few months
Shimon Peres also flew to Rome
and had further discussions with top
Vatican leaders. Things are moving
right along! Here is Joel Bainerman’s
summary, with which I completely
agree]:
For centuries the Vatican has
been pushing its “replacement” doctrine which states that the Catholic
Church has replaced Israel as “the New
Israel;”
The Roman Catholic Church
wants Israel to lose sovereign control
over the Old City of Jerusalem... If Israel controls Jerusalem, it is evidence
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Post. And I’m told that Shimon Peres
is a Freemason as well, but I cannot
document it.] What precipitated these
secret talks? Who arranged these talks,
and why? Why were they kept secret
from the Israeli public? What was the
end result of these agreements? And
where do they stand today? This entire
subject of Israel’s bilateral relations
with the Vatican is intentionally kept
locked away in secrecy. It is no wonder that nobody in Israel knows much
about “IsraelVatican relations” as it is
never reported on in the Israeli press.
The official story of the origins
of Israel’s “secret channel contacts”
between Beilin’s negotiation team and
the Vatican comes about as a result
of Shlomo Gur, a personal aide to
Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin,
who knew someone who put him in
touch with Father David Jaeger. Father David Jaeger was president of the
Catholic Court in Austin, Texas, and
was brought up as an Israeli orthodox
Jew who then converted to Catholicism
and became a Father (not something
that has happened to many Israelis
who grew up Orthodox). From there,
which according to the information on
the Israeli Foreign Ministry website was
in July 1992 right after the new Rabin
government took over power, nothing
[publicly] is known about the discussions until the agreement is signed
on December 30th, 1993. There was
nothing in the Israeli press. ...
The document which was
used as the underlying ideological
basis for the Vatican’s secret deal with
Yossi Beilin and Shimon Peres was

personally authored by Beilin. [This
document called] “The Illegitimacy of
Israeli Sovereignty Over Jerusalem,”
outlines the Israeli government’s program for the future of Jerusalem and
calls for the division of the Old City
into cantons whose border posts will
be under UN control.
The plan which led to the
December, 1993 agreement between
the Vatican and the State of Israel was
originally discussed in November 1992
at the exact same time the first meetings in London took place to discuss an
agreement between Israel and the PLO
which led to the Oslo Agreements.
The real goal was the Vatican attempt
to take over the Old City of Jerusalem.
Oslo, or, “peace between Israel and
the Palestinians” was just a good cover
story to hide what was really going on
in another sphere of Israel’s foreign
affairs.
On the 10th of September,
1993, just three days before the signing
of the Oslo Accords in Washington, the
Italian newspaper, La Sfampa, reported
that then Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres concluded a secret deal with the
Vatican to hand over sovereignty of Jerusalem’s Old City to the Vatican. The
agreement was included in the secret
clauses of the “Declaration of Principles” signed on September 13th,1993
in Washington, DC. [By the way, Peres
is on the board of directors of Mikhail
Gorbachev’s organization Green Cross
International. Gorbachev has been the
central figure involved in negotiating
a Middle East water treaty behind the
scenes between Israel, Jordan and
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Lebanon.]
In the same week that Peres
the Israeli Foreign Minister who was
also the chief Oslo architect signed
the Declaration of Principles with
Yasser Arafat in Washington, the IsraelVatican commission held a special
meeting in Israel. Under the Vatican
agreement, the Israelis would give over
control of the Old City to the Vatican
before the year 2000. The plan also
called for Jerusalem to become the second Vatican of the world with all three
major religions represented, but under
the authority of the Vatican. Jerusalem
will remain the capital of Israel, but the
Old City will be administered by the
Vatican [under this agreement].
Arafat agreed to the plan just
before the famous “handshake” in
1993, but when he realized that the
Vatican was also going to let Israel
share in the Temple Mount, he rejected it. To finally get Arafat and the
Palestinians “on board,” on February
14, 2000... the Vatican recognized the
Palestinians’ claims to East Jerusalem.
...
In November 1993, a report
appeared in the Jerusalem weekly
newspaper Kol Hair. It revealed that,
for the past six months; the Israeli
government has been taking advice
on the future of Jerusalem from a
planning commission headed by a
close aide of Teddy Kollek, Raanan
Weitz, formerly the settlement director of the Jewish Agency. At a secret
meeting on September 9, 1993, one
day before Prime Minister Rabin
signed the recognition agreement

with the PLO in Israel, the forum met
secretly and approved in principle
a plan for Jerusalem concocted by
Weitz, which he calls, “metropolitan
Jerusalem.”
Then, with absolutely no media coverage in Israel, on December
30,1993, an “historic agreement with
the Vatican” was publicly acknowledged. Called “The Fundamental
Agreement Between The Holy See and
The State of Israel,” it declares:
Mindful of the singular character
and universal significance of the
Holy Land. Aware of the unique
nature of the relationship between
the Catholic Church and the Jewish
people, and of the historic process
of reconciliation and growth in mutual understanding and friendship
between Catholics and Jews...
Having decided on 29 July 1992
to establish a “Bilateral Permanent
Working Commission,” in order to
study and define together issues of
common interest, and in view of
normalizing their relations...
Already within one month
of [the Rabin administration] taking
power, there was a special committee
to further “Israeli Vatican Relations”
From where did this initiative come
so soon after the new government took
office?
In April 1994, Deputy Mayor
of Jerusalem Shmuel Meir announced
at a Jerusalem press conference that he
had received information that properties promised to the Vatican in Jerusalem would be granted extraterritorial
status. On early 1996, Meir was killed
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in a very suspicious car crash whereby
the driver, who drove a UN truck into
Meir’s car, was not even charged.)
In May 1994, Marek Halter, a
French intellectual/philosopher and a
close friend of Shimon Peres, told the
Israeli weekly magazine, HaShishi,
that he personally delivered a letter
from Peres to the Pope in September
1993 in which Peres promised to internationalize Jerusalem, granting the
UN political control of the Old City of
Jerusalem, and the Vatican hegemony
of the holy sites within. The UN would
give the PLO a capital within its new
territory and East Jerusalem would
become a kind of free trade zone of
world diplomacy.
On June 15, 1994, the Israeli
government signed an agreement with
the Vatican allowing the Catholic
Church to participate in negotiations
to determine the future of Jerusalem.
On July 9,1994, the Vatican’s
Foreign Minister, Jean Louis Tauran,
announced in Amman, Jordan, “Before
territorial problems are resolved, we
have to find international guarantees
to safeguard the uniqueness of the
city and assurances that never again
one party should claim Jerusalem as
its possession.”
In November 1994, Israel
signed a peace treaty with Jordan
which, according to reports in Haaretz,
Maariv, and Yediot Achronot, included
secret clauses concerning water and
Jerusalem. The agreement had been
negotiated in London eight months
before between Rabin, King Hussein,
and Lord Victor Mishcon. As part of

the agreement, Jordan would receive
control over the Islamic Holy Sites
within a Vatican controlled Old City
of Jerusalem.
In March 1995, a cable from
the Israeli Embassy in Rome to The
Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem was
leaked to radio station Arutz Sheva,
confirming the handover of Jerusalem
to the Vatican. Two days later, the cable
made the front page of Haaretz. In the
widely distributed minutes of a meeting
with President Clinton in 1997, Peres
ended the cable with the words, “as
I had previously promised the Holy
See.”
In April 1995, member of
Knesset Avraham Shapira announced
in the Knesset that he had information
that all Vatican property in Jerusalem
was to become tax exempt and that
large tracts of real estate on Mount Zion
were given to the Pope in perpetuity.
In February 1996, a delegation from the Vatican met in Jerusalem
with Palestinian Authority Religious
Affairs Minister, Hassan Tahbob. Father
Serge Sebastian, Secretary General of
the Vatican, announced that the Holy
See recognizes Palestinian sovereignty
over East Jerusalem ....
Hedging his bets by having
bilateral agreements with both sides
in the Arab Israeli conflict, on February 14th, 2000, Pope John Paul II met
Arafat in Rome to sign an accord to
normalize relations between Roman
Catholic churches in Jerusalem and
the Palestinian Authority. Palestinian
Legislative Council Speaker Ahmed
Qurei, told The Jerusalem Post that
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